SAFTICA

strategies for sustainable development




NATURAL
RESOURCES

RESOURCES

CULTURAL
RESOURCES

olistic survey



Geography

Safica is one of the three villages that compose the municipality of Balotesti, the other are Dumbraveni and
Balotesti. It is situated in the south eastern corner of the Romania Plain, in Muntenia Region, llfov district,

a flat area North to Bucharest, very close to its airports (Otopeny and Baneasa).
Two small rivers flow in southern and northen part of the village: Cociovalistea and Vlasia.
Its altitude on the sea level is about 50 meters; its northen latitude is 44j 370 00 and its eastern longitude
is 26; 40 00.

The village has a long shape that follow the stright road E60 from Bucharest to Ploiesti, so it hasnOt a real
centre. Its surface is 1,200 ha.

The climate there is continental, due to its position on the Romanian Plain, the villageOs winters can get wind.
Winter temperatures often dip below 0iC, sometimes evendropping below -15;C; rarely do temperatures
reach -20;C. In summer, the average temperature is approximately 23;C, despite the fact that temperatures
many times reach 35;C to 40;C in mid-summer. Althought average precipitation and humidity during summer
is low, there are infrequent yet heavy and often violent storms. during spring and autumn, average daytime
temperatures vary between 17;C to 22iC, and precipitation during this time tends to be higher than in summer,
with more frequent yet milder periods of rain.
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Air

Air is one of the most important natural sources for Romania, is necessary for the functioning of the ecosystem
and natural habitats. However it is also an active factor in the modification of biotopes and presents the
largest potential for pollution.

In this windy and flat area the pollution of the air is caused by the automotive traffic and the heating of houses,
but also by the industries all around.
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Food

Saftica hasnOt particular food or specialities, different from what Muntenia offer, because the initial attitude
for agriculture, disappear in tha last year. In that way, inhabitants donOt produce what they eat, because they
sell their land for a higher and easier profict. The result is that the number of supermarkets, ipermarkets, fast

food and restaurants increase esponentially.
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Flora & Fauna

In general, families have only small animals like chichens, turkeys and dogs,
The animals raised in the area are:

- 23 cattle,

- 225 small cattle and sheeps,

- 11 horses,

- 379 pigs,

- 5000 birds.

In the Northen part of Saftica there is a forest with a multitude of different habitats, that creates the conditions
for high level of diversity with regards to flora and fauna, for that reason it is protected. There is allow only
cutting tree to regenerate them in other part. The most of them are oaks and maples.
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A tipical house where lives a family with two children could be 300 square metre with 500 square metre of
courtyard. That type of house has an average of consumption like:
- water: 3500 m3/y

- electricity: 5400 kW/y
In Saftica there are three block with twenty apartments in total.

This project want increase the isolation in buildings and install new solar power with statal help.
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In Balotesti the population is 7860 inhabitants, with 3011 houselds and individual homes.
Saftica counts around 2000 people grouped in 325 families, that generally are composed by mother, father
and two children, often also granparents live with them.

Most of the people that live here is in work age (35-55).

The period of transition through which Romania has been passing in recent years has been the cause of
numerous transformations at a societal level and a deep change in collective mentality. This could not be
realised without an improvement in the mass educational system.
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Most of the people that live in Saftica work outside, like in Bucharest, because there are more job opportunities.
The contracts are determinate and people look always for a better position where gain more. In that way they
change many jobs, looking only for a higher salary but not for what they will do. The result is that no one is

specialized in some activities, but can do everything.
Women usually work in shops and cleaning; men in construction, security and as driver.
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Festivals & Sports

Rural festivals take place on a particular day of a month, the actual date varying from year to year, and they
can also be advanced or delayed depending on the progress of the crops. Saftica doesnOt have any particular
festival, but from this year it will be organized OThe Day of the Balotesti CommuneO, the 5th of May
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